
 

AAANNNOOOTTTHHHEEERRR   YYYEEEAAARRR   ---   AAANNNOOOTTTHHHEEERRR   EEEXXXHHHIIIBBBIIITTTIIIOOONNN   
  

On 18th November, 2015 the museum 
celebrated its 2nd birthday and in September 
the 10,000th visitor was presented with a bottle 
of champagne to mark another milestone in the 
museum's growth. The current exhibition, 
celebrating 30 years of Eastenders in our town, 
will end its run on 9th January. It has proved 
very popular with visitors coming from all over 
the country to view 
the exhibits provided 
by the BBC.  
 
Time passes so 
quickly that it's hard 
to believe that six 
months have gone 
by since our 
volunteers were busy 
preparing for the 
opening. Over 2500 
people have enjoyed 
the exhibition since 
then and it is a great 
boost for Boreham 
wood to know that filming of the popular drama 
will continue here for another 30 years.  
 
At the end of November John Alton, who has 
played 'Nasty' Nick Cotton in Eastenders since 
the first episode in 1985, visited the museum 
with some friends. The museum was specially 
opened on a Sunday for his visit which he 
thoroughly enjoyed. He and his friends showed 
their appreciation by generously donating to the 
museum funds. 
 
In early December the X factor group '4th 
Impact' visited the exhibition and signed the 
visitors book. It was rather appropriate as Simon 
Cowell, one of the judges on the show, features 
in the 'prominent people' section of the displays. 
In his youth he lived in Barnet Lane and worked 
for a time as a runner in the film studios. It would 
seem a good time, before moving on, to thank 
the BBC for all their work in designing and  

presenting this exhibition. It will be a hard act to 
follow.  
 
Work is progressing on our next exhibition 
'Smile Please' which opens on Tuesday, 19th of 
January. The subject will be the history of 
photography and Borehamwood & Elstree have 
every reason to feel very much part of that 

history. In 1894 James 
B.B. Wellington and his 
brother in law, H.H. 
Ward, opened the first 
factory in Boreham 
wood. 
It eventually occupied 
most of the site now 
known as the 'Shopping 
Park' and manufactured 
plates and films for an 
enthusiastic and rapidly 
expanding market. The 
company they founded 
became world famous 
and were the main 

employers in the town for 30 years. Wellington 
initially lived in Borehamwood and then moved 
in 1901 to a large house in Elstree called 'The 
Leys'. He was a major benefactor and champion 
of our towns and is buried in All Saints 
churchyard.  
 
In 2014 we proudly celebrated 100 years of film 
making in Borehamwood. We should also be 
proud of the part our town played in bringing 
photography to the masses and remember that 
20 years before the first studio was built 
Wellington and Ward put the tiny, rural hamlet of 
Borehamwood on the map. Their factory was 
bought out by Ilford in 1929 and other 
photographic companies occupied the shopping 
park site including Dufay who pioneered the 
development of colour photography.  
 
AA  HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  ttoo  yyoouu  aallll  aanndd  tthhaannkkss  ffoorr  
yyoouurr  vvaalluuaabbllee  ssuuppppoorrtt..  HHooppee  ttoo  sseeee  yyoouu  aatt  tthhee  
33rrdd  eevveenntt,,  eexxcclluussiivveellyy  ffoorr  ''FFrriieennddss''  iinn  FFeebbrruuaarryy..  
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AANNYYWWAAYY  TTHHEE  WWIINNDD  BBLLOOWWSS!!  
 
At the end of November, 1975 the 'Queen' single 
'Bohemian Rhapsody' topped the UK Charts and 
stayed there for 9 weeks including the coveted No 
1 Christmas spot. It was back at the top of the 
charts in 1991, after Freddie Mercury's death, 
and is one of the biggest selling singles of all time 
with well over 2 million copies sold. At nearly 6 
minutes long it was unlike anything before and the 
accompanying video (or pop promo) was very much 
part of its phenomenal success. It is almost 
impossible to hear the song without picturing the 
faces of the group in that iconic video. 

Local resident and frequent visitor to the museum, 
Jim McCutcheon, was the Assistant Director on 
the filming of that video which was made at 
Elstree Studios. 
 
Jim came to live in Borehamwood in 1964. 
Associated Television (ATV) had bought land in 
the Stratfield Road area and built houses and 
flats for their employees. Many ATV personnel 
came to live in the area at that time. Jim joined as 
a trainee cameraman spending his time pushing 
cameras around (as he remembers) before gaining 
promotion and moving on to the technical side of 
filming. He was there for sixteen years.  
 
He worked with a young Cliff Richard a number of 
times and although his initial reaction was 'He 
won't last a fortnight', he was there to watch 
Cliff sing at Wimbledon when rain stopped play in 
1996. When Morecambe and Wise filmed their 
early shows at ATV the studio workers were asked 
to laugh at anything remotely funny because 
 

 
they were filmed without an audience and then 
dubbed during editing. 
 
At a Royal Command Performance Bud Flanagan, 
dressed as a traffic warden, looked up at the 
royal box and said 'We have a Rolls Royce outside,  
could you throw the keys down please Maam'. A 
man 'planted' near the royal box dropped some 
keys down and Jim, who was filming for television, 
has fond memories of the laughter that followed. 
 
In 1968 the Olympic Games were held in Mexico 
City. Situated at a height of over 7000 feet it 
presented a formidable challenge to participating 
athletes. During one training session a competitor 
collapsed due to the high altitude and Jim was 
there to take a photo of the distressed athlete 
receiving emergency treatment. Sent to England 
by satellite the image was used extensively in the 
coverage of those Olympic Games. 
 
Many careers have a defining moment and perhaps 
(despite all his other credits) for Jim McCutcheon 
that moment will be the making of the video for 
'Bohemian Rhapsody'. This is how it happened. 
 
In 1975 'Queen' were rehearsing for a tour of 
the UK in Studio 5 at Elstree Studios (now alas 
part of Tesco's car park). Many groups used this 
system as they could rehearse in sound proof 
surroundings at full volume, build the various size 
stages and adjust the lighting system to fit the 
different venues where they were scheduled to 
perform. Rehearsals could take four or five weeks.  
 

 
 

           Jim McCutcheon filming at the studios 



 
 
The group needed a video to promote 'Bohemian 
Rhapsody' and a team was formed with Bruce 
Gowers as Director and Jim as Assistant Director. 
One reason for promoting the song on video was 
because they didn't want to appear on Top of the 
Pops. 'It just wasn't their thing' as Brian May 
said.  What a decision that turned out to be! 
 
'Queen' at this time were signed to a company 
called Trillion Video, an independent outside 
broadcasting company, who had unfortunately sold 
all their equipment to a company in Germany. Five 
cameras had to be acquired from various sources 
and then carefully balanced to achieve colour 
continuity. 
 
By the standards of today technology was rather 
limited back then and largely a matter of making it 
up as you went along. The multiple images were 
made using a 10" circular plastic prism with five 
lenses. There was no mount for support - it was 
simply hand held in front of the camera lens and 
rotated. Other effects were obtained using video 
'feedback'. Today, of course, it could all be easily 
achieved using computer technology.  
 
Shooting began about 7:15 in the evening and by 
10:30, with the ground breaking video completed, 
the crew were hightailing it down the pub (as Jim 
put it). The total cost of the production was 
around £4,500 which would not even pay for the 
hire of the equipment nowadays.     
 
The video featured on Top of the Pops for the 
first time at the end of November 1975 and 
'Bohemian Rhapsody' was soon at the top of the 
charts. 'Queen', who had been earning £200 per 
week prior to this, signed with Elton John's agent 
John Reid and the rest as they say is history. 
 
In 2002 Jim was asked to replicate the opening 
sequence of the iconic 'Bohemian Rhapsody’ video 
for Japanese television. The result was a one hour 
special entitled ‘Best Song in a Century'. 
 
He also worked on a B.B.C. documentary in 2004 
called ‘The Story of Bohemian Rhapsody’ in which 
he recreated the making of the original video 
using a 'Queen' tribute band. 
 
In 2011 an exhibition about the song and video 
opened in London and he was interviewed by 
'Three Counties Radio' where he described his 
part in its making.                             

                                                 

 
 
The next exclusively for 'Friends' event will be held 
on Wednesday, 24th February at 96 Shenley Road 
from 7 - 9pm. 
 
Tevy Corman will entertain us with stories and 
anecdotes collected during the time he worked in 
the film industry. There will be a 'Movieline' quiz 
with a chance to win a copy of Paul Welsh’s 
book ‘Elstree Confidential’ and tea and coffee will 
be served giving time to socialise with old friends 
and make new ones. 
 
You must book to attend this event and numbers 
are limited so to be sure of securing a place call 
Brenda Treacher on 020 8207 1187 or email her 
at friendsofeandbwmuseum@hotmail.co.uk by 5th 
of February please.  
 
If you are not a 'Friend' and would like to join us for 
an enjoyable evening, please contact Brenda on 
the above number or visit the reception desk at the 
museum. You would be most welcome!   
 
 

*********** 
 
The Museum website at www.elstree-
museum.org.uk is now well established and an 
excellent way of keeping up with all the current and 
future exhibitions. There is plenty of information 
about the museum with a continually updated 
'Blog' about what is happening locally. You can 
also view past editions of this Newsletter, buy 
books of local interest and post your views, 
suggestions and questions.  
 
                   So Please pay us a visit! 
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MMUUSSEEUUMM  OOUUTTRREEAACCHH  NNEEWWSS  
 
The December session of 'Going Down the 
Village' was the most popular to date with 24 
people attending. Sharing a mince pie and a 
cuppa we reminisced about the toys we played 
with as children. Vania Ermolly provided a quiz 
entitled 'Guess the Decade' showing some old 
iconic toys and games from our younger days 
although  most  are  still  popular  today. 
Do you know when these were invented? 
 

      
Hertfordshire Library Service provided a box of 
traditional toys which we could handle including 
table skittles, a yo-yo, a whipping top, Tic Tac 
Toe, Pick Sticks and Hoopla. People brought in 
their photographs and some of their toys. 
Amongst them was The Professor, one of the 
famous Pelham Puppets, still in its original box. 
It’s amazing what some people still have in their 
attics! Perhaps we should run our very own 
Antiques Road Show! 
 
The stories, as always, were wonderful. Ron 
and Peter remembered their dad making a 
wooden crane from off-cuts collected from the 
film studios where he worked and Dave 
remembered  being  allowed  to  have 4 hours in                  
 

the living room to set up and run his train set.  
Enterprising parents made dolls’ houses from 
orange boxes and a fort from cardboard. On the 
subject of dolls, do you remember going to the 
Doll’s Hospital where you could get your doll 
repaired?  
 
How did you do with the dates of the toys? 
Ludo - 1896 (although the game is centuries old) 
Meccano - 1908                Hornby Trains - 1920 
Monopoly - 1935  (based on a game from 1903) 
Sindy - 1963   (based on Barbie doll from 1959) 
 
There is no meeting in January but we hope to 
see you again on Thursday, 4th February 2016, 
when will we look at the Guides, Scouts and 
Brownies movements. 
 

AN APPEAL FROM VANIA ERMOLLY 
  

In 2017 the museum is planning a major 
exhibition called 'From Village to Town' looking 
at the growth of Borehamwood in the last 100 
years.  We are currently interviewing residents 
and gathering wonderful memories from times 
long past. The museum already has a collection 
of Oral Histories but we require written 
permission for their use rather than the verbal 
consent we have been given in the past. If you 
took part in the museum’s Oral History Project 
when the museum was based in Drayton Road 
we would love to hear from you. We are also 
looking for retrospective consent from any 
relatives of Mr Wally Hyde, Mr John Kirsop, 
Peggy Holloway and Mr Jack Gardiner. 
 
If you can help, please contact Vania Ermolly on 
info@ebw-museum.co.uk. 
 
                  Thank You. 


